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BIRDATHON DONORS 

 

PHAS would like to thank the 

following individuals for their 

generous donations to the 2019 

Birdathon: 

 

Robins ($25-49) 

Craig and Joyce Donado 

Julia Frazier 

Mark Graser 

Patricia Grove 

Charlene Herzer 

Edward Kaplan 

Susan Landstreet 

Jen McCreery 

Sharon Murgittroyd 

Dawn Osselman 

Amy and Eric Richter 

Peter Rockwood 

Margaret Vetare 

 

+ 

PUTNAM HIGHLANDS AUDUBON 

SOCIETY: CONNECTING PEOPLE 

WITH NATURE 

The mission of the Putnam Highlands 

Audubon Society (PHAS) is to 

preserve and maintain the lands and 

waters that have been entrusted to its 

stewardship; to inform and educate 

the public on issues involving birds, 

wildlife, and the environment; and to 

encourage membership in the chapter 

and participation in its activities. 

 

Doves ($50-99) 

Ryan and Jillian Bass 

Richard Chazen 

Eileen Cohen 

Peter Conway 
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Pierre de Rham 

Stanley Freilich and Carol Marquand 

Louis Hebner 

Jennifer Howse 

Gary Idema 

Perry  Pitt 

Diana Polack 

Robert Polstrae 

Scott Silver 

Suzanne Sullivan 

Zshawn Sullivan 

G. Wylie and Sallie Sypher 

Barbara Taggart 

Suzanne Willis 

 

Bluebirds ($100-249) 

Joanna Batstone 

Elizabeth Flinn 

Frances Galati 

Anne Ives 

Ralph Odell 

Margaret O'Sullivan 

Jerry and Christine Rubino 

Michael Rotindo and Cynthia Teeples 

Bruce and Beverly Taylor 

Henry Turner 

 

Swans ($250-499) 

Connie Bakall 

Patricia Schories 

 

Herons ($500-749) 

Nancy Durr 

Friedrike Merck 

 

Eagle ($1000-1999) 

Lucy Waletzky 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

Can you identify this bird? (answer on 

p. 7) 
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ANNUAL BREEDING BIRD 

SURVEY 

Ryan J. Bass 

 

On Saturday, June 15, PHAS conducted its 

annual Breeding Bird Survey at Glynwood 

Farm. Surrounded by 14,000 acres of 

predominant woodland in Clarence 

Fahnestock State Park, this working farm 

provides unique habitat for many birds that 

require grasslands and open space. 

 

Ryan J. Bass and Kyle Bardwell of PHAS 

led the walk and were joined by ten other 

participants. A total of thirty-nine species 

were observed. Some highlights: 

 

-- Malachy Cleary provided a wonderful 

overview of the purple martin colony. 

Malachy has done a tremendous job of 

establishing and maintaining this breeding 

colony of a species that is of notable concern 

in New York State. We were treated with a 

glimpse of an active purple martin nest and 

learned about the species's habitat, breeding, 

life history, behavior, and conservation 

status. This year's totals include 55 nesting 

pairs and 302 eggs, which Malachy expects 

to hatch around the Summer Solstice. 

 

Purple martin, photo by Andrew Macchiarola 

 

-- Cliff swallows and barn swallows were 

actively collecting mud to construct their 

unique nest structures attached to the red 

barn. 

 

-- A pair of brown thrashers were observed 

carrying food and visiting a probable nesting 

site. 

 

-- We saw three species of vireo: warbling, 

yellow-throated, and red-eyed. 

 

Nature never hurries. Atom by atom, 

little by little, she achieves her work. 

 Ralph Waldo Emerson 
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-- We observed Baltimore orioles and red-

winged blackbirds sitting on their respective 

nests. 

 

-- An eastern kingbird provided a show, 

escorting away other birds in a territorial 

defense display near Jordan Pond. 

 

-- A field sparrow was singing, a song 

described by some as a bouncing ping pong 

ball, quickly accelerating as it runs out of 

momentum. 

 

 

Field sparrow, photo by Kyle T. Bardwell 

 

The day's tally, including breeding codes, 

was recorded in eBird, a citizen science 

project run by the Cornell Lab of 

Ornithology. To view the checklist, please 

click this link: 

https://ebird.org/view/checklist/S57401432 

 

  

 

 

 

Cliff swallows, photo by Anthony Macchiarola 

All members of PHAS are 

welcome to attend meetings of 

the Board of Governors. Board 

meetings are held at Hubbard 

Lodge (or at the Red Line 

Diner in Fishkill on snow 

days). They’re a good way to 

learn about what PHAS is 

doing, the problems we face, 

and the interesting wildlife in 

our region. The next four 

Board meetings will take 

place on:   

   Friday, September 6, at 6 P.M. 

   Friday, October 4, at 6 P.M. 

   Saturday, November 2, at 9 

     A.M. 

   Saturday, December 7, at 9 A.M. 

For more information, e-mail 

Connie Mayer-Bakall at 

concoyote@aol.com 

https://ebird.org/view/checklist/S57401432
mailto:concoyote@aol.com
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MANY SPECIES SIGHTED ON WELL-

ATTENDED GLYNWOOD WALK 

Kyle Bardwell 

Thank goodness we had good weather for 

the “Third Saturdays” Glynwood walk, 

though it was a bit chilly. We had 

approximately twenty participants. The 

following folks helped out: Ryan J. Bass, 

Kyle Bardwell, Brian Rubino, and Perry Pitt 

from PHAS, and Tiffany Green and Jessica 

Andreone from Constitution Marsh. 

 

We saw or heard a total of 31 species of 

birds, representing 169 individuals. Some 

highlights: 

 

- Approximately 80 tree swallows and 20 

barn swallows were actively foraging on the 

wing. These birds are incredibly fast and 

agile, banking and pursuing insects in flight. 

Their dizzying behavior went on without 

pause, even skimming the surface of the 

water for a quick drink. 

 

- A pair of blue-gray gnatcatchers, an early-

spring migrant, put on quite a show along 

the trail. These tiny slate-blue and white 

birds were very vocal, chattering away in a 

series of short, high-pitched, nasal calls. 

- The ornately plumaged wood duck was 

seen on several occasions throughout the 

walk. Early in the morning they were seen 

flying up and down Indian Brook, paired 

off, perhaps visiting likely nesting locations. 

Cavity nesters, wood ducks will sometimes 

use a traditional bird box as well, albeit one 

with large enough accommodations. They 

will nest up to a mile away from water, but 

when the chicks hatch, they'll find their way 

to the water's edge with some 

encouragement.  

 

Later in the morning we observed an 

interesting behavior: Several wood ducks 

began calling and circling the marsh. With 

each passing lap, more would join, 

ultimately creating a flock of 11 birds, as if 

forming a conga line. 

 

- At the very end of the walk, the hardiest 

participants enjoyed a raptor show. We 

observed an adult bald eagle, a northern 

harrier, 2 ospreys, 2 turkey vultures, black 

vultures, and 3 broad-winged hawks. The 

latter species is a significant and welcome 

sign of spring for birders. These hawks are 

migratory and can form tremendous flocks, 

called kettles, that can comprise tens of 
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thousands of individuals. They overwinter in 

Mexico and Central America, migrating to 

their breeding grounds in the eastern United 

States and northward into Canada. Broad-

winged hawks are documented breeding 

birds in Clarence Fahnestock State Park. 

 
 

 

 

 
 

Broad-winged hawk, photo by Ryan J. Bass 

   

 

AN UNEXPECTED SURPRISE 

Ryan J. Bass 

 

One day in early June, while birding along 

Indian Brook Road in Garrison, I stopped in 

my tracks. One of my favorite spots, a micro 

freshwater wetland, was aglow in blue. Iris 

versicolor, known as blue flag, grows best 

with wet feet and was thriving in this 

location along with osmunda ferns 

(cinnamon and interrupted) and Canada lily 

(lilium canadense), forming a rich native-

plant community. Blue flag is attractive to 

butterflies and ruby-throated hummingbirds, 

among many other fans. 

 

While enjoying this sight, I noticed a spotted 

turtle crossing the road and gave it an 

"assist." According to the New York State 

Department of Environmental Conservation, 

the number and arrangement of a "polka 

dot" turtle's spots are "extremely variable 

and change with age. Hatchling turtles 

usually have one spot on each plate, while 

older individuals are well sprinkled with 100 

or more." An uncommon occurrence, this 

species is of "special concern" in New York 

State. The DEC notes that "This turtle is 

very sensitive to pollution and toxicants and 

disappears rapidly with declining water 

quality." 
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Photo by Ryan J. Bass 

DID YOU KNOW? 

• Some species of cicada match 

their yearly life cycles to prime 

numbers (i.e., numbers that can 

be divided only by themselves 

and 1, such as 17). Prime-

number cicadas are found only 

in the eastern United States. 

• Male giraffes use their necks as 

weapons, locking them together 

like arm wrestlers or swinging 

their extremely heavy heads to 

topple or kill their opponents. 

• Sea cows (e.g., manatees) lead a 

leisurely life, paddling around 

in warm tropical seas. With no 

natural predators, they can 

grow to weigh over a ton. 

 

   

Bramble Talk 

A caterpillar on a leaf 

Said sadly to another – 

‘So many pretty butterflies . . . 

I wonder which one’s Mother.’ 

Richard Edwards 

 

 

 

The bird pictured on page 2 is a 

trumpeter swan.  

 

 

  

THE MARTY MCGUIRE 

AUDUBON SCHOLARSHIP 

The Marty McGuire Audubon 

Scholarship is available to college 

students from the PHAS area who are 

interested in nature. For details, go to 

www.putnamhighlandsaudubon.org/ 

scholarships. 

 

 

Those who contemplate the beauty of 

the earth find reserves of strength 

that will endure as long as life lasts. 

  Rachel Carson 

http://www.putnamhighlandsaudubon.org/
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PHAS BOARD OF GOVERNORS 

President: Connie Mayer-Bakall 

Vice-President: Perry Pitt 

Treasurer: Peter Conway 

Secretary: tbd 

Directors: 

      Kyle Bardwell       

      Ryan J. Bass 

      Sean Camillieri  

      Max Garfinkle  

      Lew Kingsley 

      Lisa Mechaley 

      Leslie Mott 

      Tom Mullane 

      Jerome Rubino 

      Pete Salmansohn     

      Rebecca Schultz 

      Scott C. Silver 

      

PHAS COMMITTEES   

President: Connie Mayer-Bakall 

Newsletter: Carolyn Doggett-Smith 

Website: Pete Conway 

Events and programs: tbd 

Birdseed sale: Paul Kuznia  

 

Birdathon: Ian Kingsley and Ryan J. 

Bass 

Bird walks/hikes: Ryan J. Bass 

Science/research: Scott Silver and Max 

Garfinkle 

Sanctuaries: Perry Pitt and Max 

Garfinkle 

Conservation: Connie Mayer-Bakall 

Education: Pete Salmansohn 

Nominating: Connie Mayer-Bakall 

and Paul Kuznia 

Marty McGuire Scholarship Fund: 

Ralph Odell 

For additional information about 

PHAS, send e-mail to 

info@putnamhighlandsaudubon.org 

 


